RAILWAYS (IRELAND) ACT, 1896 (SHANNON STEAMERS). 


liKTQRN to an Orrler of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
dated 29 April, 1898:— for, 


“Copy of the Agreement entered into between the Commissioners of 
P uHhiu Works in Ireland and the Shannon Development Company, 
Limited, together with copies of the several Grand Jury Presentments 
referred to in the said Agreement.” 


(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 


Ordered, !»j The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
April 29, 1898. 
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RAILWAYS (IRELAND) ACT, 1896 (SHANNON STEAMERS). 


AR 1ICLES OR AGREEMENT made the 9th day of November, 1897, 
between the Commissioners or Public Works in Ireland (hereinafter 
referred to as “ the Commissioners ”) of the one part, and the Shannon 
.Development (Jompanv, Limited, having its registered offices at 32, Moles- 
worth Street, in the City of Dublin (hereinafter referred to as “ the 
Company ”) of tlie other part. 


WnKRKAs tlie Company have been established to provide amongst other 
things means of communication by steamers between the Town ofKillaloe, in 
the County of Clare, and the Town of Dromod, in the Countv of Leitrim, in 
respect of which it lias been certified to the Treasury by His Excellency the 
Lord Licutonant of Ireland, under the provisions of the Railways Ireland 
Act, 189G, hereinafter called “the Act of 1896,” section 9, and Railways 
Ireland Order, 1897, hereinafter called “the Order of 1897” that its 
establishment is necessary for the development of the resources of the district 
between the above named towns, but that owing to the exceptional circum- 
stances of such district, such means of communication could not be established 
without special assistance from the State ; 

And Whereas the Commissioners of Public Works, in pursuance of the 
said Act and ( h'der, reported to the Treasury that the Company had been 
duly registered for establishing and maintaining the above-mentioned means 
of communication, and recommended a free grant not exceeding £9,500, on 
the terms and conditions set forth in these presents, and the Treasury have 
agreed to make the said grant accordingly, and have authorised the Com- 
missioners to enter into this Agreement ; 

And Whereas the Grand Juries of the several Counties set out in the Subscriptiou of 
Schedule hereto have made the presentments in aid of such means of com- Capital, 
munication which aro set out in the said Schedule ; 

And WAeueas the sum of £15,000 (portion of £20,000 nominal capital of 
the Company) has been subscribed for and the Shares in respect thereof 
allotted and five shillings on each One Pound Share has been paid up and the 
Company has proved this to the satisfaction of the Commissioners and 
submitted a list of the Shareholders showing the number of Shares allotted to 
them respectively and amounts paid up NOW II IS HEREBY AGREED 
AS FOLLOWS, the Company shall make further calls in respect of their 
Share Capital so as to comply with the conditions contained in Article 2 hereof. 

2. The Treasury shall make to the Company a free Grant of £9,500, of Treas-.uy Grant 
which £3,000 (which shall be taken by the Company as a full payment for the 
12 months ending 31st May, 189S), has been paid to the Company and the 
remainder shall be paid as follows. 
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Provided the conditions hereinafter contained shall bo fulfilled and observed 
during the twelve months ending 1st May, 1898, the Treasury shall on that, 
day pay a further sum of <£1,500 pari passu with at least a like further amount 
to be paid up by the Shareholders in said Company on foot of their Shares or 
otherwise provided by the Company, and on the same conditions as last afore- 
said the Treasury shall pay to the Company a sum of £3 .000 for each of the 
succeeding 5 years computed from the 1st day of May, 1899, and payable oil 
the 1st May in each year. 

3. On or before the 1st day of August, 1897, the Company shall place on 
the Itiver Shannon at least two Steamers fully equipped and found for both 
passenger and light goods traffic to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, 
capable of running at least 10 miles per hour, and built to suit the Navigation, 
depths, quays and locks on the said itiver, and shall place on said River on or 
before the 1st day of June, 1S98, the full number of similar Steamers sufficient 
to carry out the services hereinafter agreed to be undertaken by the 
Company. 


Traffic Provisions. 4. The Company to give and efficiently work a daily week-day service each 
way from Killaloe to Athlone and Athlone to Dromod or other place of call 
as may be agreed upon, from the 1st June to the 30th September, and at 
least a bi-weekly one for the rest of the year. The Company shall also provide 
such special services (including cross services) on Lough Derg for fairs and 
markets all the year round as the Commissioners may reasonably consider 
necessary for the development and requirements of the Trade of the District, 
all services to fit in as far as practicable with the through train services of the 
Railway Companies in the district, and for this purpose time-tables shall be 
submitted to the Board of Works for approval. 

Accounts. o. The Company shall keep all such books of Accounts and Vouchers as 

may be proper and sufficient for the purpose of this Agreement, which 
Accounts and Vouchers shall be opened at all reasonable times to inspection, 
transcription and audit, at the offices for the time being of the Company, by 
any Auditor appointed by the Board of W orks. 

Abstracts of 6. The Company shall, on or before the 1st day of March and 1st day of 

Accounts. September in each year, transmit to the Commissioners an accurate Abstract of 

such of the Accounts relating solely to the Steamboat Service as are from time to 
time necessary to be shown for the purposes of this Agreement, and if the 
Commissioners shall within one month after the transmission to them of any 
Abstract of Accounts require the Company to verify the same, such Abstract 
shall be verified accordingly, and shall if necessary be made correct, and shall 
thenceforth be deemed a settled Account, but if one month be permitted to 
pass without the verification of such Abstract of Accounts having been required 
the same shall be deemed a settled Account, and no Account once settled shall 
be re-opened for the purpose of verifying such Abstract. The Company shall 
produce all necessary books, documents, and vouchers to the Auditors appointed 
by the Commissioners. 

Toils. 7. The tolls, rates, and fares to be charged by the Company for passengers 

and goods shall be submitted to and be approved of by the Board of Works 
before same shall come into operation, and same shall be subject to revision 
by the Commissioners from time to time. A list of the tolls and charges 
authorised to be taken shall be exhibited in a conspicuous position on board 
each Steamboat of the Company. 

Application of S. (l.) The Traffic Receipts and Treasury contributions (save the said sum 

Irecoipts. 0 f £3 ; ooo. which shall be considered as capital invested in the Steamers), shall 

be applied, firstly, in payment of the working expenses of the said Steamboat 
Service ; secondly, in payment of a sum equivalent to fifteen per cent, on the 
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paid-up capital and any money borrowed on debentures or otherwise actually 
invested in the Steamboat Service for interest and for depreciation of Steamers, 
and in payment of a sum equivalent to five per cent, for depreciation on the 
Treasury £3,000, provided that a sum equivalent to five per cent, on the 
aforesaid capital, debentures, and Treasury £3,000 shall be paid by the 
Company into a Reserve Fund, the interest on which shall be cumulative 
and credited to that Fund, and from which no payment shall be made except 
for the replacement of Steamers or other plant purchased for the Steamer 
Service ; and thirdly, the surplus (if any) in any half year shall be divided 
between the Treasury and the Company in proportion to the aggregate monies 
not exceeding £3,000 contributed by the Treasury and the amount of paid-up 
capital of the Company, and any othor money borrowed on debentures or 
otherwise and actually invested in the said Steamboat Service. 

(2.) The monies payable under the Grand Jury Presentments at present 
in force, or any further or other similar presentments, shall be applied, firstly, 
m making good any deficiency in the traffic receipts and Treasury contri- 
bution to pay the working expenses of the said Steamboat Service and the 
reserve fund for depreciation ; secondly, in making up any deficiency in the 
£10 per cent, interest provided for in the first part of this clause ; thirdly, 
in any capital expenditure necessary for the establishment or maintenance 
of the said Steamboat Service ; and fourthly, the surplus (if any) in any half 
year shall be carried to a reserve fund, which, with the accumulation (if any) 
thereof, shall be applied for any purpose warranted by the County 
Presentments. 

Provided Always that in computation of working expenses under this 
clause, Directors’ fees and expenses qua Directors shall not, without the 
consent of the Commissioners, exceed £500 a year (in case the services hereby 
agreed to be performed by the Company shall have been duly performed in 
the previous year, the Commissioners shall at the request of the Company 
deliver to the Company certificates that the conditions contained in this 
Agreement have been duly complied with). 

9. The Company shall during the period of twelve years, computed from Maintenance, 
the 1st August, 1897, well and sufficiently maintain and keep the Steamers 

and plant in good and sufficient working order, to the reasonable satisfaction 
of the Commissioners, and the Company shall not during such term assign 
their undertaking without the consent of the Commissioners. 

10. Incase the Company at any time within the period of seven years, Penalty for breach 
computed from the 1st day of August, 1897, shall fail to observe the conditions of Agreement, 
contained in the foregoing Articles, the Commissioners shall be at liberty to 

stop any of the payments not then already made and to terminate this 
Agreement. 

11. Any condition in this Agreement may be at any time modified by -Modification, 
consent of the parties hereto. 

12. In case any dispute or difference shall arise between the Commissioners Arbitration, 
and the Company as to these presents, or anything provided to be done 
thereunder by either party hereto, such dispute or difference shal be 
submitted to the Kailway Commissioner's whose decision thereon shall be 

final and conclusive on both parties, and this Agreement shall he deemed to 
be a submission of such dispute or difference to. the arbitration of the said 
.Railway Commissioners. 

13. In the construction of this Agreement the term the Company” shall Construction of 
include their successors and assigns, subject to the approval of the Commis- Agreemen 

si oners. 
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In Witness whereof, the parties aforesaid have caused their common 
seals to be hereunto respectively affixed the day and year first herein 
written. 


Present when the Common Seal 1 
of the Commissioners of Public I 
Works in Ireland was affixed. 

John H. Cannon, 

Office of Public Works. 


Present when the Common Seal 
of the Shannon Development 
Company, Limited, was affixed. 

W. A. Gilmore, 

Secretary. 


SCHEDULE REFERRED TO. 



£ 

*. 

d. 

County of Clare. 

. 1,750 

0 

0 

County of Roscommon. 

1,750 

0 

0 

County of Galway, 

. 1,750 

0 

0 

County of Tipperary, . 

. 1,750 

0 

0 

County of Leitrim, 

700 

0 

0 

King’s County, 

. 1,750 

0 

0 

County of Westmeath, 

. 1,750 

0 

0 

County of Longford, . 

700 

0 

0 


£11,900 

0 

0 


/ Seal of the 
j Commissioners of 
I Public Works 
in Ireland. 


/ 


H. Williams, Secretai'y. 


Robert M. D. Sanders. 



F. W. Crossley. 
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We, the Grand Jury of the County of Clare, duly assembled anti sworn at Spring Assizes, held 
at Ennis, m and for the said County of Clare, on the 27th day of Fehrunry, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven, in pursuance of section 23 of the Public Works (Ireland) Act, 1831, 
and section 1 of the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1853, and sections 9 and 10 of the Railways 
(Ireland) Act, 1896. It having been certified to the Treasury by the Lord Lieutenant that the 
establishment of the means of communication, hereinafter mentioned, is necessary, but that owing 
to the exceptional circumstances of the district between one termini, hereinafter mentioned, such 
means of communication could not be established without special assistance from the State, and 
the Treasury having authorised the Board of Works to enter into an Agreement with the Shannon 
Development Company, Limited, for the establishment of same do present the sum of £1,750 for 
the purpose of aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of communication by 
steamers between the town of Hill aloe, in the County of Clare, and Dromod, in the County of 
Leitrim, to be levied off the county at large by fourteen half-yearly instalments of £125 each, 
payable to the Shannon Development Company, Limited, for the said purposes, the first of the 
said instalments to be raised after the present Assizes, and the remaining instalments after the 
next and every successive Assize, until tho whole of the said sum shall be raised and discharged, 
and it is hereby agreed to by and on behalf of the said Shannon Development Company. Limited, 
that this presentment is made subject to the conditions so far as applicable contained in the 
heads of agreement- annexed hereto, made between the said Company and the Board of Works, 
or any modification thereof, agreed to by the Board of Works, and that the payment of the first 
and any subsequent instalment of said sum shall be dependent upon the terms of said agreements 
being complied with, and the steamers services thereby provided for being maintained. 

Signed on behalf of the said Shannon Development Company, Limited. 

• Robeht Sanders, Director. 

Witness, John Lopdell. 

Thomas G. S. Mahon, Foreman, for self and fellows. 


I certify the above is a true copy. 


8 th April, 1898. 


(Signed), F. Natjktok Studdert, 

Secretary, Grand Jury, 

County Clare. 


* Note. — The heads of agreement will be found at the end of this Return. 


(Copy.) 


SPRING ASSIZES, 1897. 


County of Roscommon, ) We, the Grand J ury of the County of Roscommon, duly assembled at the 

To Wit. J Spring Assizes, held at Roscommon, in and for the County of Roscommon, 

on the 12bh day of March, 1897, in pursuance of the Act 6 <fc 7 William TV., c. 116, and sec. 23 of 
the Public Works (Ireland) Act, 1831, and sec. 1 of the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1853, and 
sections 9 and 10 of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, do present the sura of £1,750 for the 
purpose of aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of communication by steamer 
between the towns of Killaloe, in the County of Clare, and Dromod, in the County of Leitrim, by 
half-yearly instalments of £125 each, payable to the Shannon Development Company, Limited, for 
said purpose, the first of said instalments to be raised after the present Assizes, and the remaining 
instalments after the next and each aud every successive Assizes, until the whole of said sum shall 
be raised and discharged. This presentment is mode subject to the conditions so far as applicable 
•contained in the heads of agreement* annexed hereto, made between the said Company and the 
Board of Works, or any modification thereof, agreed to by the Board of Works. The payments 
shall be made on the production of a Certificate signed by the Secretary or other Oflicer of the 
Board of Works, certifying that the conditions contained in the agreement with the Board 
have been complied with in the previous year. 


(Signed), O’Coxos Don, 

Foreman. 


A. true copy. 

(Signed), T. Glanct, G.J.S. 

•Norn — The heade of agreement will be found 


tbs end of this Return. 
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SPRING ASSIZES, 1897. 


County of Gatwftj, . We, the Grand Jury of the County of Galway, duly assembled at the 

10 W lt ) Spring Assizes, held at Galway, on the 22nd clay of March, 1897, in and for 

the County of Galway, in pursuance of the Act 6 & 7 William IV., c. 116, sec. 69, and sec. 23 of 
the Public Works (Ireland) Act, 1831, and sec. 1 of the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1853, and 
sections 9 and 10 of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, do present the sum of £1,750 for the 
purpose of aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of communication by steamer 
between the town of Killaloe, in the County of Clare, and Dromod, in the County of Leitrim, 
to be paid by half-yearly instalments of £1 25 each, payable to the Shannon Development Company, 
Limited, for said purpose, the first of said instalments to be raised after the present Assizes, and 
the remaining instalments after the next and each and every successive Assizes, until the whole of 
said sum shall be raised and discharged. This presentment is made subject to the conditions so 
far as applicable contained in the heads of agreement* annexed hereto, and made between the said 
Company and the Board of Public Works, or any modification thereof, agreed to by the Board of 
Works. The payments shall be made on production of a Certificate signed by the Secretary or 
other responsible Officer of the Board of Works, certifying that the conditions contained in the 
agreement of the Board have been complied with in the previous year. 

Of the said sum of £1,750, £700 shall be raised and levied oft' the Baronies of Longford and 
Leitrim, and £1,050 off the remaining Baronies of the County, namely Aran, Athenry, Baliymoe. 
Ballynahinch, Clare, Clonmacnowen, Duukellin, Dunmore, Kilconncll, Killian, Kiltartan, 
Loughrea, Moycullen, Ross, and Tiaquin. 

Dated 22nd March, 1897, 

For Self and Fellows. 

Charles Nugent, Foreman. 

I certify the above to lx* a true copy. 

(Signed), H. Gilligan, 

Assistant Secretary, Grand Jury. 

Note. —The heads of agreement will he found at the end of this Return. 


(Copy.) 


SPRING ASSIZES, 1897. 


County of Tipperary, 1 We, the Grand Jury of the County of Tipperary, North Riding, duly 
North Riding, '-assembled and sworn attire Spring Assizes held at Nenagb, in and for 

To Wit. | said County, on the 3rd day of March. 1897, in pursuance of Section 23 

of the Public Works (Ireland) Act, 1831, Section 1 of the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1S53, and 
Sections 9 and 10 of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, do present the sum of £1,750, to be levied 
and raised in fourteen equal instalments off the County of Tipperary, North Riding, at large, and 
bv the Treasurer paid over to the Shannon Development Company Limited, for the purpose of 
aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of communication by steamers between the 
town of Killaloe, in the County of Clare, and Dromod, in the County of Leitrim, by half-yearly 
instalments for said purpose, the first of the said iustalments to be raised after present Assizes, 
and the remaining instalments after the next, and every succeeding Assizes until the whole of the 
said sum shall be raised and discharged. This presentment is made subject to the conditions, so 
far as applicable, contained in the heads of agreements* annexed hereto, made between the said 
Company and the Board of Works, or any modification thereof agreed to by the Board of Works, 
provided always that the contribution from the County of Tipperary, North Riding, shall cease 
if the said Company failed to establish and maintain steamers on Lough Derg, calling at Killaloe, 
Dromineer, Williamstown, Mount Shannon, and Kilgarvan Pier at least twice every week during 
the tourist season, to be defined by the Board of Works, and once every week throughout the 
remainder of the year, the payments shall be made on the production of a certificate, signed by the 
Secretary or other responsible officer of the Board of Works, certifying that the conditions 
required by the Board and this presentment have been complied with in the previous year. 

Ordered for self and fellows. 

6 and 7 Wm. TV., Chap. 116. 

1 and 2 Wm. IV., Chap. 33. 

16 and 17 Vic., Chap. 136. 

59 and 60 Vic., Chap 34. 

A. Parker, 

Foreman. 

This is a true copy which I certify. 

(Signed), Thos. Boyd, 

Clerk of Crown and Peace, 

Co. Tipperary. 

Notb —The beads of agreement will be found at the end of this Report. 
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PRESENTMENT FOR SHANNON DEVELOPMENT. 
Spring Assizes, 1897. 


County ofLettruu, , We, the Grand Jury of the County of Leitrim, dulv assembled und 

. ? - f wont at the Spring Assizes held at Carrick-on-Shannon, in and for the 

said County of Leitrun, on the 2nd of March, 1897, in pursuance of Section 23 of the Public 
Works (Ireland) Act, 1831, and Section 1 of the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1853, and Sections 
9 anil 10 of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, do present the sum of £700, for the purpose of 
aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of communication by steamers between 
the town of Killaloc, in the County of Clare, and Dromod, in the County of Leitrim, by fourteen 
half-yearly instalments of £00 each, payable to the Shannon Development Company, Limited, 
for said purpose ; the first of said instalments to be raised after the present Assizes, and the 
remaining instalments after the next and each and every successive Assizes until the whole of 
the said sum shall bo raised and discharged ; half to be. levied off those portions of the baronies 
of Moliill and Leitrim not at present taxed for the Cavan and Leitrim Light Railway. The 
other £50 yearly to be levied off the county at large, excluding the taxable area of the aforesaid 
light railway, on condition that Carrick-on Shannon lie a station for all the Company’s steamers 
coming to Dromod, and that same be approved of by the Board of Works. 

The presentment to lie made subject tu conditions Nos. 3 and 4 in proposed Heads of Agree- 
ment* with the Treasury and Board of Works, or any modification agreed to by the Board of 
Works. But in case the service of steamers as guaranteed by the Company should be declared 
to be unsatisfactory at any period during the seven years by the Board of Works or the County 
Surveyor of tiiis county, the remaining instalments payable under the presentment shall cease. 

C. C. B. Whyte, Foreman, 

Spring Assizes, 1897. 


T certify the foregoing to lie a true copy of Presentment made by the Grand Jury of the County 
of Leitrim at Spring Assizes, 1897. 

(Signed), Harry M. Palmer, 

Secretary, Grand Jury, County Leitrim. 

Grand Jury Secretary’s Office, 

Carrick-on-Shannon, 

13 th. April, 1S98. 

Nora. — The heads of agreement will be found at the end of thie Return. 


SUMMER ASSIZES, 1897. 

King’s County, l We, the Grand Jury of the King’s County, duly assembled at the Summer 
to 'Wit [Assizes held at Tullomore on the 29th clay of June, 1897, in and for the 
Kind’s County, in pursuance of the Act 6 and 7 Wm. IV., c. 116, sec. 69 and Sec. 23 of the 
Public Works (Ireland) Act, 1831, and Sec. 1 of the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1853, and 
Sections 9 and 10 of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, do present the sum of £1,750, for the 
purpose of aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of communication by steamer 
between the town of Killaloe, in the County of Clare, and Dromod, in the County of Leitrim, to 
be paid by half-yearly instalments of £225 each, payable to the Shannon Development Company, 
Limited, for said purpose, the first of said instalments to be raised after the present Assizes, and 
the remaining instalments after the next and each and every successive Assizes until the whole 
of gnifl sum shall be raised and discharged. This presentment is made subject to the conditions, 
so far as applicable, contained in the Heads of Agreement* annexed hereto, and made 
between the said Company and the Board of Public Works, or any modification thereof, agreed to 
by the Board of Works. The payments shall be mode on production of a certificate signed by 
the Secretary or other responsible officer of the Board of Works, certifying that the conditions 
contained in the Agreement with the Board have been complied with in the previous year. 

(Signed), A. H. Bubdett, Foreman, 

For self and fellows 


I certify this to be a true copy of the original Presentment 

(Signed), John Mitchell, 

Secretary, Grand Jury, King’s Co- 


April 8, 1898. 

Hoxe. — T he heads of agreement will be found at the end of this Return. 
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(Copy.) 

County of Westmeath We, the Grand Jury of the County of Westmeath, duly assembled aud 

Summer Assizes, sworn at the Summer Assizes, held at Mullingar, in and for the 

1 897. County of Westmeath, held on the 1st day of July, 1897, in pursuance 

of Section 23 of the Public Works (Ireland) Act, 1831, and Section l” of the Grand Jury 
(Ireland) Act, 1853, and Sections 9 and 10 of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, do present the 
sum of £1,750, for the purpose of aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of 
communication by steamers, between the town of Killaloe. in the County of Clare, and Dromoil, 
in the County of Leitrim, by half-yearly instalments of .£125 each, payable to the Shannon 
Development Company, Limited, for said purpose, the first of said instalments to be raised 
after the present Assizes, and the remaining instalments after the next and each aud every 
successive Assizes, until the whole of the said sum shall he raised and discharged. 

This presentment is made subject to the conditions, so far as applicable, contained in the Heads 
of Agreement* annexed hereto, made between the said Company and the Board of Works, or 
any modification thereof, agreed to by the Board of Works, and the payments shall be made on 
the production of a certificate signed by the Secretary or other responsible Officer of the Board 
of Works, certifying that the conditions contained in the agreement with the Board have been 
complied with in the previous year, and we present, that of said sum of £1,750 the sum of 
£1.050 should be levied off the county at large, and £700 off the Baronies of Clonlonan, Brawney, 
and Kilkenny West, and the instalments paid accordingly. 


For self and fellows, 

B. A. Handcock, Foreman. 


I certify the foregoing to he a true copy, 14th April, 1898. 

(Signed), R. W. Lbvingb, 

S:cretary. 


Noth. — The heads of agreement will be found at the end of tins Return. 


SUMMER ASSIZES, 1897. 

Comity of Longford, 1 We, the Grand Jury of County of Longford, duly assembled at the Summer 

to Wi t. | Assizes, held at Longford in and for the County of Longford, on the 2nd 

day of July, 1897, in pursuance of the Act 6 & 7 Wm. IV., c. 116, and Section 12 of the 
Public Works (Ireland; Act, 1831, and Section 1 of the Grand Jury (Ireland) Act, 1853, and 
Sections 9 Si 10 of the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1896, do present the sum of £700, for the purpose 
of aiding in the establishment and maintenance of means of communication by steamer between 
the Towns of Killaloe, in the County of Clare, and Dromud, in the County of Leitrim, by half 
yearly instalments of £50 each payable to the Shannon Development Company, Limited, for 
said purpose. The first of said instalments to be raised after the present Assizes, and the 
remaining instalments after the next and each and every succeeding Assizes, until the whole of 
said sum shall be raised and discharged. This presentment is made subject to the conditions so 
far as applicable contained in the Heads of Agreement* annexed hereto, made between the said 
Company and the Board of Works or any modification thereof, agreed to by the Board of Works. 
The payment shall be made on production of a certificate signed by the Secretary or other Officer 
of the Board uf Works, certifying that the conditions contained in the agreement with the Board 
of Works have been complied with in the previous year. 


(Signed), W. H. King-Harm an, Foreman. 


The foregoing is a correct copy of the Presentment made at Summer Assizes, 1897, by the 
Grand J my of County Longford. 


(Signed), T. N. Edgeworth, Secretary to Grand Jury, 

9 th April, 1898. 


Sots. — The heads of agreement will he found U the end of this It;turn. 
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Railways’ (Ireland) Act, 1896, Section 9= 

And Railways’ (Ireland) Order, 1897. 


IN THE MATTER OF A PROPOSED MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 
BY STEAMER between the Town ot* KILL ALOE, in the County of 
Clare, and the Town of DROMOD, in the County of Leitrim, in respect 
of which it has been certified to the Treasury by His Excellenoy the 
Lord Lieutenant that its establishment is necessary for the Develop- 
ment of the Resources of the District between the above-named 
Termini, but that owing to the exceptional circumstances of such 
District such Means of Communication could not be established without 
special assistance from the State. 


The Commissioners of Public Works, in pursuance of the above-mentioned 
Act and Order, hereby beg to report to the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury as follows : — 

A Company, named the Shannon Development Company, Limited, with a 
Capital ot £20,000, has been duly registered for establishing and maintaining 
the above-mentioned means of communication. They have already had 
£15,000 of their Capital fully subscribed for, and they purpose calling up 
If our Shillings on each Pound Share by the 1st July, 1897. They purpose 
giving a daily week-day service each way from Riflaloo to Dromod along 
the River Shannon, a distance of about 105 miles, dui'ing the Tourist Season, 
and at least a bi-weekly one for the rest of the year, and farther undertake 
to give such special services, including cross services on Lough Derg for fairs 
and markets all the year round, as the Board of Works may reasonably 
consider necessary for tlie development and requirements of the trade of the 
district. All services are to fit in, as far as practicable, with the thorough 
train service of the Railway Companies in the District. 

To enable them to carry out this Service they intend to build Four 
Steamers capable of running at least ten miles per hour, built to suit the 
navigation depth, quays, and locks on the Shannon. Two of these boats 
are to be built and on the stations by the 1st August, 1897, and the other 
two are to be on the stations by the 1st June, 1S9S. The estimated cost of 
providing these Four Steamers is £14,000, and for this amount the Board 
consider proper Steamers can be built. 

The scheme meets with the approval of the Grand Canal Company vho are 
the principal carriers of goods on the Shannon Navigation. 

The Company contemplate in addition to the Steamer Service, either 
through themselves or by another Company, the building of at least two 
hotels, one at Killaloe and the other at Dromod. 

The Company also intend to make application to the Grand J uries of the 
several Counties bordering on the Shannon, from Clare to Leitrim inclusive, 
for presentments in aid of the scheme. 

The Treasury now having power to aid this scheme by a Free Grant, the 
Board recommend a Free Grant not exceeding £9,500 on the terms and 
conditions set forth in the Proposed Heads of Agreement, copy of which 
is annexed hereto, and. which is to be regarded as forming part of this 
Report. 

(Signed), GEO. E. SHANAHAN, 

Assistant Secretary. 

Dated at the Office of Public Works, 

this 4th day of February, 1897. [Seal.] 

b 2 
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•THE SHANNON DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Heads of Agreement with Treasury and Board of Works referred to 
in the foregoing Presentments- 


No. 1. — £15,000, out of £20,000, the Capital of the Company, shall bo 
fully subscribed for, and Four Shillings on each Pound Share paid up within 
five months. A list of subscribers and amounts to be submitted to Treasury 
before any Grant is made, and further calls to be made until all is paid up, at 
such times as the Treasury may determine. 

No. 2. — The Treasury shall give a Grant of £3,000, to be taken as full 
payment for the twelve months ending 3 1st May, 180s, to be paid as soon as 
the Four Shillings in the Pound of the Subscribed Capital be fully paid up, 
and, provided the conditions hereinafter enumerated are fulfilled during the 
twelve months ending 1st May, 1S98, a further sum of £1,500 -pari passu, with 
at least a like further amount paid by the Shareholders or otherwise provided 
by the Company, and on the same proviso and payments, £1.000 for the 
succeeding five years. 

No. 3. — At least two steamers capable of running at least ten miles per 
hour, built to suit the navigation depth, quays, and locks, to be on Stations 
by 1st August, 1897, and the full number of similar steamers sufficient to carry 
out the services hereinafter undertaken by the Company, to be on Stations by 
1st June, 1898. 

No. 4. — The Company to give a daily week-day service each way Killaloe 
to Dromod during the Tourist Season, and at least a bi-weekly one for the 
rest of the year, and such special services, including cross services on Lough 
Derg for Fairs and Markets all the year round as the Board of Works may 
reasonably consider necessary for the development and requirements of the 
Trade of the District. All services to fit in, as far as practicable, with the 
thorough train services of the other Railway Companies in the District, and 
for this purpose time tables shall be submitted to the Board of Works for 
approval. 

No. 5. — The Company shall keep proper Books of Accounts and the Board 
of Works shall have power to inspect and audit same, and ascertain net 
receipts. 

No. 6. — Tolls, Rales and Fail's to be submitted to and be subject to the 
approval and revision of the Board of Works. 

No. 7. — Net receipts after providing a sum equivalent to £15 per cent, on 
the total capital invested in the undertaking for depreciation and interest on 
share capital, to be divided between the Shareholders and the Treasury 
proportionately to the amount of money invested by each, not exceeding in 
the case of the Treasury £3,000. 

No. 8. — The Company shall, during the period of 12 years, from the 1st 
August, 1897, well and effectually maintain and keep the steamers and plant 
in good and sufficient working order to the reasonable satisfaction of the 
Board of Works. 

No. 9. — In case the Company at any time within seven years from 1st 
May, 1897, fail to observe all the above conditions the Board of Works to be • 
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at liberty to stop any of the aforesaid payments, and to cancel the Agreement, 
and in ease the Company is wound up at any time within the period of 
twelve years from the 1st May, 1897, or cease to run the steamers or fulfil 
the Conditions of this Agreement, the Treasury to rank as shareholders, and 
witli all the powers of shareholders in equal priority with the amount of 
share capital paid up for the then value of their capital advances, the amount 
of which is hereby declared and agreed to be £3,000, and in any such case 
the Treasury may present a Petition to the Chancery Division of the High 
Court of .Justice in Ireland for the winding up of the Company. 

No. 10. — In ease ot any dispute between the Board of Works and the 
Company either party may require same to be submitted to the Railway 
Commissioners. 

No. 1 1. — The term, “ The Company,” to include their successors or assigns 
approved of by the Hoard of Works. 


Accepted by the Board of Works with the 
authority of the Treasury, the 
necessary formal detailed Agree- 
ment to be prepared and executed 
forthwith. 


j SpmJ of the 

| Commissioners of 
' Public Works 
\ m Ireland. 


Ctko. E. Shanahan, 

Assistant Secretary 


Accepted by the Shannon Development 
Company, Limited. 


Seal of \ 

the Shannon ' 

| Development j 

Company, / 

limited. / 



D. J. Wilson, \ 
John G. Nutting, ( 


Directors. 


W. A. Gilmour, Secretary. 
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RAILWAYS (IRELAND) ACT, 
(SHANNON STEAMERS). 
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